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Hunting Percival Pembroke C.1

Instructions / Navod

Manufactured by Hunting Percival Aircraft Ltd at their plant at Luton, Bedfordshire, the Pembroke was designed as a
communications aircraft and entered service with the RAF in late 1953.
Powered by two Alvis Leonides 127 radial engines, the prototype Pembroke first flew on 21 November 1952 and the first production
aircraft was demonstrated at the Farnborough Air Show of 1953. When the final aircraft was delivered to the RAF in 1958, a total of 45
Pembrokes were in service.
As well as being used for communications duties and VIP transport aircraft, the Pembroke could also be configured as a “flying
classroom” for navigation and air signals training. In 1956, six Pembrokes were converted to take air survey cameras and were known
asthe C (PR)Mk 1, serving in Malaya with 81 Sqn RAF.
The final unit to use the Pembroke operationally was 60 Sqn RAF, based at RAF Wildenrath in Germany. The seven aircraft of the Sqn
were a familiar sight in the air corridors between West Germany and Berlin, which were established after the Berlin Blockade, but until
very recently their true function was known only to a very few in the military. The Pembrokes were used on one of the most sensitive
intelligence missions flown by the RAF during the Cold War, known as Operation HALLMARK.
The aircraft were fitted with high-powered reconnaissance cameras and they photograph Soviet and East German military installations
and airfields underneath the tightly controlled air corridors. The air photographs were then analysed by imagery experts, who recorded
any changes to the powerful Warsaw Pact forces facing the West.
Changes to Order of Battle, the introduction of new equipment and units moving out of barracks were all items of interest to be
reported. It wasimagery from the Pembrokes that gave Western analysts some of the first indications as to where the Soviet forces that
invaded Czechoslovakiain 1968 had come from. The empty barracks in East Germany were the best clue!
Some sources claim that this most unlikely “spy plane” went out of service in 1988, but the writer knew they were still flying to Berlin
from RAF Wildenrath in 1990, right up to the end of the Cold War. One of these special aircraft is still flying in the UK at Duxford,
where it is used for air-to-air filming and photography.
Aswell as the RAF, Pembrokes were also used by Sweden, Belgium and Germany.
Technical Specifications
Span: 64ft 6in (19.66m) Length: 46ft(14.02m), Height: 16ft(4.90m)
Max speed: 186mph (300km/h), Service ceiling: 22,000ft (6700m) Range: 1,012 miles/1850km

Letoun Percival Pembroke, vyrobeny leteckou tovarnou Hunting Percival Aircraft Ltd. v Lutonu, Bedfosdshire, byl navrzen
jako spojovaci letoun. Do operacni sluzby u RAF byl nasazen v roce 1953. Prototyp pohanény radialnimi motory Alvis Leonides 127
poprvé vzlétl 21.listopadu 1952 a vetejnosti byl pfedstaven prvni sériovy Pembroke béhem letecké piehlidky ve Farnborough v roce
1953. Kdyz byl v roce 1958 dodéan jednotkam RAF posledni vyrobeny kus, bylo v operacni sluzbé celkem 45 letountt Pembroke.
Letoun Pembroke byl pouzivan pro plnéni spojovacich ukoli a transport VIP osob, mohl vSak byt také konfigurovan jako “Iétajici
ucebna” pro vycvik leteckych navigatoru a signalistii. V roce 1956 bylo Sest stroji Pembroke prestavéno pro instalaci kamer ur¢enych
pro letecky prizkum. Letouny byly oznaceny jako Pembroke C (PR) Mk 1, aslouzily u 81 Sqn RAF v Malajsii.
Posledni jednotkou, ktera 1étala s letouny Pembroke, byla 60 Sqn RAF umisténd na zdkladné Wildenrath v Zapadnim Némecku. Jejich
sedm letounti Pembroke bylo ¢asto spatieno za letu nad leteckymi koridory mezi Zapadnim Némeckem a Berlinem, které byly ziizeny
po skonceni Berlinské blokady. Az do nedavné doby bylo vSak znamo jen velmi izkému okruhu vojenskych pfedstavitelt, co letouny
Pembroke béhem téchto letti provadély. Letouny Pembroke byly pouzivany pro velmi citlivé vyzvédné operace pod krycim nazvem
“Hallmark”, které provadélo Britské kralovské letectvo b&hem “Studené vélky”. Letouny byly vybaveny velmi vykonymi
vyzvédnymi kamerami a béhem letli snimkovaly Sovétska a Vychodonémecka vojenska zatizeni a letiste, rozmisténa v prostorech pod
piisné kontrolovanymi letovymi koridory. Ziskané snimky byly potom vyhodnocovany odborniky, ktefi zaznamenavali jakékoliv
zmeény u jednotek VarSavské smlouvy rozmisténych smérem na zapad. Zmény v bojové pohotovosti, zavedeni nové techmiky, nebo
ptesuny jednotek z vojenskych zakladen, to vSe bylo pfedmétem zajmu vyzvédné sluzby. Byly to pravé snimky z letounti Pembroke,
které daly zapadnim analytikiim prvni dikazy o tom, odkud pfisly Sovétské invazni jednotky, kterd vtrhly v srpnu 1968 do
Ceskoslovenska. Prazdné vojenské zdkladny Sovétské armady ve Vychodnim Némecku byly velmi ztetelnou stopou. Nékteré zdroje
uvadéji, ze letouny Pembroke byly vyfazeny z operacni sluzby u RAF v roce 1988, ale autoru této historie je v§ak znamo, Ze tyto
letouny jesté ke konci “Studené valky” v roce 1990 1étaly do Berlina ze zakladny RAF ve Wildenrathu. Jeden letoun Pembroke se dnes
naléza v letuschopném stavu v Museu v Duxfordu, kde je pouzivéan pro letecké filmovani a fotografovani. Letouny Pembroke byly také
pouzivany letectvem ve Svédsku, Belgii a Némecku.
Technické udaje:
Rozpéti 19.66 m Délka14.02m Vyska 4.90m
Max. Rychlost 300 km/hod Operacni dostup 6700 m Dolet 1850 km
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Barvy GUNZE/ GUNZE Colour No.

Sv. Seda /Lt.Gray H21/C69
X Ceorné / Black H12/C33
X Bila/ White H1/C1
X Modré /Blue H323/C323
X Corvena ciré/ClearRed  HO0ICAT C19
5 Zelena cira / Clear Green H94/C138
X Barvapneu/Tire Black  H77/C137 “C19
) Hlinikova / Aluminium H8/C8
% Gervena/Red H3/C3
;i Opéleny kov/Burntiron ~ H76/C61
0; Gerna kuze / Black Leather  HA16/C116
% Kovové Sedé / Steel Grey  H28/C28
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see page 9
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' Scheme A = Grey H332/C332 .
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Pembroke C.1, WV746, No.60 Sqn, RAF Wildenrath, West Germany,
1981. In 1987, No.60 Sqn was re-equipped with Andover aircraft and

WV746 was flown to RAF Cosford and since then it has been displayed in
B 47 A

the superb museum there.

Scheme A

37

(note the angle)

Pembroke C.1, WV746, No.60 Sqn., RAF Wildenrath, Zépadni Némecko,
1981. V roce 1987 byla No.60 Sqn. pfezbrojena na letouny Andover a

WVT746 preletél na RAF Cosford, kde se stal
exponatem tamniho vyborného muzea.
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Pembroke C(PR).1, XF798, No 19 Group Coastal Command

Communication Flight, RAF St. Mawgan, 1963. The commander of this flight,
F/Lt. Ferdinand Kepka, flew it as a pilot, and the successive commanders of No.19 Group CC
A/V/M LW.C. Bower and AV/M S.W.R. Hughes used it as passengers. F. Kepka was an
excellent Czechoslovak pilot, who fled the occupied homeland in 1939. During World War If he
flew combat missions in Wellingtons and Mosquitos. He also flew Mosquitos in liberated
Czechoslovakia, from which he and his English wife had to flee after the communist coup. He
rejoined the RAF, where he served as a pifot until 1963 and in ground service until his
retirementin 1969.

Pembroke C(PR).1, XF798, No 19 Group Coastal Command
Communication Flight, RAF St. Mawgan, 1963. Jako pilot s nim létal velite! tohoto
flightu F/Lt. Ferdinand Kepka, jako pasaZéfi jej pouzivali po sobé jdouci velitelé No.19 Group
CC AVIM LW.C. Bower a AV/M S.W.R. Hughes. F. Kepka byl excelentni ¢eskoslovensky
pilot, v roce 1939 uprchl z okupované viasti. Za druhé svétové valky bojové létal na
Wellingtonech a Mosquitech. Na Mosquitech iétal i v osvobozeném Ceskoslovensku, ze
kterého musel i s anglickou manZzelkou uprchnout po komunistickém puci.
Vstoupil znovu do RAF, kde slouZil jako pilot aZ do roku 1963

avpozemnim zafazeni az do odchodu do dtchodu v roce 1969.
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Pembroke C.1, WV730, Air Headquarters Levant Communication Flight,
RAF Nicosia, Cyprus, 1956. The aircraft took part in Operation Musketeer,
the attack on the Suez Canal. Therefore, it was given the identification
marking of black and sand stripes (Light Stone)
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Pembroke C.1, WV730, Air Headquarters Levant Communication Flight,
RAF Nicosia, Kypr, 1956. letoun se zapojil do operace Musketeer, ttoku na
Suezsky priplav. Proto dostal identifikacni
oznaceni pruhy Cerné a piskové barvy (Light Stone).
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Pembroke C.1, XK884, No.207 Sqn., RAF Northolt, 1972. Latertransferred
to No.60 Sqn. RAF. In 1989 XK884 was sold to Sweden, where it flew as
SE-BKH / 8-87. It is now on display at the Vésteras Aircraft Museum at

Stockholm-Vasteras Airport.

Scheme D
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Pembroke C.1, XK884, No.207 Sqn., RAF Northolt, 1972. Pozdéji byl
predan No.60 Sqn. RAF. V roce 1989 byl XK884 prodan do Svédska, kde

létal jako SE-BKH/8-87. Nyni je vystavovam ve Vésteras
Aircraft Museum na 7 Stockholm-Vasteras.
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